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(1981–1986) Category:1963 birthsWASHINGTON — Deep into the second season of “Mad Men,”
the AMC series chronicling the trials and tribulations of the upper-class advertising agency Sterling
Cooper in the years 1966-67, Mad Men has built a convincing portrait of a city and culture in
transition, caught between the last fling of a fading golden age and the onset of a new, fraught era.
The third-season premiere, “A Man Among Men,” addresses another, perhaps even more urgent
question: What happens to an advertising agency when its executives are forced to contend with the
realities of working class life, one that can at times smack of brutishness? In the season premiere,
Pete Campbell (Vincent Kartheiser), hedonistic and sexually insatiable, comes home from a night of
debauchery to discover an existential threat to the agency: he cannot pay the rent. His options are to
either crawl inside a baggy brown sweater and weep for the lost glories of the ’60s, or to take an
aching black guy named Harry as his lover. This is also the season finale of MTV’s “The Real
World,” which came to this city as an antidote to all that public-school-educated, pro-feminist
hippie garb. When this cast of nine college-age men and women moves into a new loft, they
discover that the official title of the place is 2 Roberta, which evokes the name of the building’s first
tenant, a shelter for battered women, and the antithesis of Pete’s brand-new girlfriend, Betty
(January Jones), a prim and proper New England girl who happens to be a relative of Pete’s boss,
Don. The biggest difference between these worlds is the racism and sexism of the hippie culture and
the brutishness of the public housing world 570a42141b
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