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Workers' Compensation (Basic Life Support): Respiratory Care The respiratory care course is designed to meet
the educational needs of a wide range of initial and initial advanced levels of basic life support (BLS) providers.
In addition to the basic assessment skills taught during the first-response and basic life support courses, the
providers must recognize and manage the special problems posed by patient conditions. With an excellent
knowledge of the underlying physiology and physiology interpretation, the provider must be able to recognize
and respond appropriately to several of the most common conditions. Objectives: Upon completion of the
respiratory care course, the learner will be able to: recognize and assist with: pulmonary and abdominal
emergencies (accidents, dyspnea, anaphylaxis, etc.); respiratory diseases (asthma, pneumonia, SIDS); respiratory
obstructive conditions (asthma, COPD); respiratory restrictive disorders (hypoxia, hypercapnia, ventilation
problems); cardiorespiratory conditions (excited delirium, electrolyte imbalances, perioperative problems);
respiratory pathophysiologic disorders (hypertension, obstructive sleep apnea, respiratory distress, mental stress);
nursing assessment and response to respiratory symptoms or changes in vital signs; nursing interventions (aerosol
therapy, oxygen therapy). Program Requirements: 1. Reading: Reading material for several hours each day for
the five days of class 2. Instructor: Instructor teaching the course 3. Assignments: Additional notes are to be
taken on assigned readings 4. Homework: Preliminary work is to be done prior to the beginning of class 5. Aids:
A chart with read out loud for each section is to be used 6. Attendance: An attendance record is to be kept 7.
Respiration & Aids: A comprehensive approach to respiratory and medical emergencies is to be covered 8.
Reasonable Accommodations: Reasonable accommodations should be made if needed Note: Because of the
nature of the courses, video and other visual aids are not used. Areas of Demonstration: 1. Examine, diagnose,
and treat: Selected pulmonary and abdominal conditions 2. Assess and provide interventions: Selected nursing
interventions are demonstrated 3. Recogn
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