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low-hanging fruit in Newark, Calif., is ripe: Apple trees. All over town, people have planted trees and
nurseries have sprung up to cut them down and sell them as firewood. It doesn't hurt that the city

sits at the end of Highway 99, a scenic driving route that makes it easy to get out of town and into
San Francisco. But the fruit isn't so easy to pick. The community has been a haven for illegal
immigrants, so there's a high risk of being caught. The trees have already been cleared in the oak
groves to the south. And recently, the city put in a temporary ban on burning any trees until they
can verify where each tree is. Ironically, it has the potential to save the city more than the people. In
the local fire season, the trees are worth more alive
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