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TecDoc 2013. TecDoc.SANAA - Since its seizure by Houthi rebels,
Tripoli’s famous Koudiat Al-Haffar remains covered in black dust.
Neighbors have told Al Jazeera that the forced Houthi takeover

included looting of homes and a similar fate for the king’s music
center. Tripoli, like many other southern cities, has been divided
since 1994 when former president Hosni Mubarak tightened his
grip on the capital. The Houthis, a Shiite Muslim rebel group that
originated from north Yemen, are only a few miles away. For 19
years, the two were enemies, but as the Houthi threat looms a
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growing number of activists see the groups’ uneasy relationship
as a chance to advance local democratic causes. The Houthis

have been criticized for their rights abuses and brutality since the
seizure of the capital and its outskirts in September 2014. But

their support among the southern working class has waned, and
over recent months they have become isolated from the popular
uprising against Hadi’s government. “The cities of Saadah and
Aden are in a state of turmoil and there is no doubt that this is

the fate of the whole country,” said Abdel Nasser Al-Obidi, chair
of the Riadh Institute for Democracy in South Yemen. “The

Houthis are in the capital because the regime refuses to hand
over power, and if the military succeeds in taking the capital back

they will resume their march to the south.” Elliott Abrams, the
former assistant secretary of state for U.S. Special Envoy for
Afghanistan and Pakistan, said that the Houthis had used the

chaos to push back against the government and undermine the
army. The government sacked him last year when he was

accused of being responsible for the bombing of the embassy in
Sanaa by the United States on September 11, 2012. “The Houthis
have always been Iran’s stooge,” he said. “It is not credible that

their movement was meant
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