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There are a lot of new features in the last major kernel version. We are going to start with the ones
that don't yet have release notes. The major general change for 2.6.38 is that the newly introduced
IBM Power chipset based system on x86-64 now has a different PCI controller for Ethernet, similar to

what we have seen on the PowerPC platform. This release also brings integrated support for the
Radeon Xpress 200 graphics chip. The graphics card is the last card in the AMD Radeon Xpress 200

series, and it is based on the same chip as the one in the Xpress 1100 graphics card. In addition,
there is support for this card in the nVidia nForce2 chipset, which is a rather rare case. The main part
of the support is the Xorg driver. This can be used to accelerate the graphics in the new X server, but
it is also useful for acceleration in applications that use the X server, including OpenGL accelerated
drivers. Of course, these are just the highlights, and there is much more you can find in the release
notes. The release notes, like this one, are a large part of the work of the RC release schedule, and

personally a huge joy. Many times during the process of the release, I grab the notes, laugh out loud,
then read them aloud - and here we are again, at the release notes. Without the notes this release

could be almost as dry as the flame graph above, particularly as it reflects such a tiny fraction of the
work and details that went into the new features and fixes in 2.6.38. But the release notes is also a
precursor to the final release - it is the notes where the average users will start knowing about the
new features. The notes address everyone - the builders, the developers, the translators, the fans,

the testers and the documentation team, so if you have a read, you will gain a better understanding
of the processes, the details of the work, and how things went. You will also get a better

understanding of the very nature of Free Software.
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The openSuSE team used the App
Installer as a means to get more details
on what they did and what worked and
what didn’t. Some of the questions we
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asked were: How did you get started?
How often do you release? How many

people in your team (not counting your
support people)? How do you know when
a release is ready? How do you distribute
your releases? How do you package your
final releases? The team ran into a few

problems, but the most important one is
that the App Installer project remains as

of today at the 3.0 RC5 level for now. The
team has had to test a lot of snapshots

and none of them worked for them. As of
today, the openSuSE team has run into a

fundamental problem with their App
Installer release, which is the absence of

a pre-defined list of software, and the
absence of an agreed-upon model to

enable other distributions to follow. What
is the openSuSE team’s distribution

model? What does it do? Is it packaged
and tightly controlled, and is the release
strictly confined to openSuSE users? Is it

free and open-source, and distributed
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independently from their other releases?
Is it distribution-specific, or available to
all Linux users? As currently written, the
App Installer is short of a function that
would be a marker for the majority of

Linux distributions. These are the “core”
applications, the software that users

depend on every day of their lives - and
that every Linux distribution has gotten
some hands-on experience and a good

feel for. If you package these key
applications into a single source tarball,

and give it to the developers of a
distribution, the developers don’t have to
maintain a repository, they don’t have to
understand how to create a distribution,

and they don’t have to go through a
tedious review of a potential new

package. 5ec8ef588b
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